240	THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
caused the loss of its authority in the country. The fault, it
suggested, did not lie so much with the members of the Parliament
as with the system by which they were elected; a reform in this
respect was essential. It enumerated other reforms such as the
extension of the powers of the President, the enlargement of the
powers of the Senate, with its members elected on a plan entirely
different from that in use, and the institution of a Constitutional
Tribunal. This was largely the Pilsudski gospel.
ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCH
The Church had something to say about the elections, and early
in December 1927 the two cardinals and all the archbishops
and bishops of Poland issued a pastoral urging the faithful to
unity, and warning them against two dangers which might give
an unfavourable turn to the elections and contribute to subversive
elements; one was abstaining from voting—they ought to vote—
and the other was scattering their votes instead of supporting
a common Catholic programme. The pastoral concluded by
inviting them to wage an energetic fight in common against
"the greatest danger which menaces the World and, in particular,
Poland—Communism, whose propaganda seeks to contaminate
our souls."
In mid-December 1927 there was talk of consolidating the
groups of the Right and the Centre into a Catholic Block, the
Christian Democrats taking the lead in the matter, but there
was a good deal of shifting about among the parties interested
until the National Democrats, hitherto known as the National
Populist Union, or simply the Nationalists, in the politics of
Poland after the Liberation, transformed themselves without
co-operating with the Christian Democrats into the National
Catholic Block. The pastoral had its repercussions among the
supporters of Pilsudski, and these led to explanations which
modified its results. In Poznania, Pomorze (Pomerania) and some
eastern parts of Galicia the Sanacfa took on the form of
a "Catholic Union of the Western Provinces," with Catholic
candidates who were also Conservatives. As the campaign
proceeded the Right disclosed itself as consisting of the National

